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murder of Duncan, when Macbeth rushes oub from
the chamber of death, crying, "I have done the
deed. Didst thou not hear a noise ? " I have stud-
ied this famous exordium with extreme care, and I
have sought diligently in the works of all the great
modern orators, and of some of the ancient as well,
for similar passages of higher merit. My quest
has been in vain. Mr. Webster's description of
the White murder, and of the ghastly haunting
sense of guilt which pursued the assassin, has
never been surpassed in dramatic force by any
speaker, whether in debate or before a jury. Per-
haps the most celebrated descriptive passage in
the literature of modern eloquence is the picture
drawn by Burke of the descent of Hyder Ali upon
the plains of the Carnatic, but even that certainly
falls short of the opening of Webster's speech in
simple force as well as in dramatic power. Burke
depicted with all the ardor of his nature and with
a wealth of color a great invasion which swept
thousands to destruction. Webster's theme was
a cold-blooded murder in a quiet New England
town. Comparison between such topics, when one
is so infinitely larger than the other, seems at first
sight almost impossible. But Mr. Webster also
dealt with the workings of the human heart under
the influence of the most terrible passions, and
those have furnished sufficient material for the
genius of Shakespeare. The test of excellence is
in tho treatment, and in this instance Mr. Web-